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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 11-13 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nagura et al (US Patent No.6,648,085) in view of Belschner et al (US 
Patent No.7,057,306). 

Regarding claim 1 1, An electrical power generating system for an electric 
vehicle which has at least one electric traction motor (fig 5, element 51), and a load- 
bearing structure with longitudinal supports(fig 4, element 12) the electrical power 
generating system (fig 5, element 30) comprising a first module (fig 5, element 42) that 
includes devices for preprocessing and metering of gases to be supplied to a fuel cell, a 
second module (fig 5, element 43) that includes the fuel cell, and a second module with 
the fuel cell (fig 5, element 43), the first and second modules both being secured in a 
container (fig 5, element 45) which can be inserted into a cavity accessible from the 
underside of the vehicle(shown in figure 4) and which is secured to the longitudinal 
supports of the vehicle by four retainers (fig 3, element 45c) mounted on the side walls 
of the container. Nagura lacks the teaching of the steps on the fuel cell of the necessary 
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connection for gases, cooling, current and monitoring sensors; liowever tliese steps are 
routine measure for a person sl<illed in tine art. Belscliner discloses an electric vehicle 
with a fuel cell (fig 1 , element 2) secured in a container (fig 2, element 20), where a 
current distribution module (fig 2, element 19) having distribution circuits (fig 2, 
elements 32 and 33) with fuses (fig 2, element 34) and a switch element (fig 2, element 
27) for switching the distribution circuits on and off is secured to a side wall of the 
container (fig 2, element 20) and is connected via coupling elements (fig 2, elements 23 
and 24) to the electrical outputs ((fig 2, elements 21 and 22) of the fuel cell and (fig 2, 
element 47) to lines to the electrical consumers in the electric vehicle. 

Regarding claim 12, modified Nagura or Belschner discloses wherein, in an installed 
position, the first module, including the devices for preprocessing and metering gases to 

be fed into the fuel cell, is arranged at a front area of the container (Nagura fig 3, 
elements 42 and 43), relative to a direction of travel of the electric vehicle, and is 
screwed to the bottom of the container (Nagura fig 3, element 12). 

Regarding claim 13, modified Nagura or Belschner discloses wherein the second 
module (Nagura, fig 3, element 43) has a housing that contains individual fuel cells with 
electrical connections (Nagura fig 3, element 40), and is connected to the container by 
two screws at a rear bottom area of the container via one holder on the left and one 
holder on the right, alongside a front face of the container (Nagura ,fig 3, element 45). 
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Regarding claims 17-20, if a prior art device, in it's normal and usual operation, would 
be necessarily performed by the method claimed, then the method claimed will be 
considered to be anticipated by the prior art device. When the prior art device is the 
same as a device described in the specification for carrying out the claimed method, it 
can be assumed the device will inherently perform the claimed process. In re King, 801 
F.2d 1324,231 USPQ 136 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 14, 15 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CYNTHIA F. COLLADO whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-8315. The examiner can normally be reached on mon-fri 6-2. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571)2726914. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher P Ellis/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3618 

CFC 

/Cynthia F Collado/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



